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companions to join in their sports, he used to reply, that man
was not born for such vain pursuits. Khadijah brought him
no less than four sons and four daughters. The former all
died in infancy; and, notwithstanding the many wives and con-
cubines he had in after life, he had only another child., by Mary,
Ins Egyptian slave, Ibraham, who did not complete his third
year.

He had become dejected and fond of solitude; he spent his
time chiefly in Ilara, fasting and praying, and returned only to
Mecca for fresh provisions., and to take the sevenfold mysterious
circuit of the  Caaba.    The period  was favourable   to   the
introduction of a purer and more rational belief.    There were
Jewish colonies in and near Medina, and individual professors
of Judaism and Christianity in Mecca; so that, even if Moham-
med   had never assumed the Prophet's   office, Paganism,  in
Sprenger's opinion, could not have much longer continued the
religion of Hejaz.    lie <piot.es, from the. earliest biography of
the false prophet, an account of four men, who, at one of their
idol feasts, expressed to one another their dissatisfaction with
the national religion.    cc Our tribe/' said one, " is corrupting
the religion of Abraham, and are  worshipping and walking
round a stone, though it can do them neither harm nor good."
They separated, and went in search of the true faith.    Waraka,
the cousin of Khadijah, who had great influence over Moham-
med, became a Christian. Obaidallah, the second, a Mosl em, and
emigrated to Abyssinia, where he, too, embraced Christianity.
After his conversion he used to say,   ec We see, and you attempt
to sec."    His widow, a daughter of Abu Sofian, was aftcwards
married to Mohammed.    O thin an retired to Constantinople, and
became also a Christian,.   Zaid, the fourth, renounced idolatry,
but remained a sceptic.    It was reported of him, that when
very old he would lean against the Caaba, and say,  " By'him,
in whose hand is the soul of Zaid, none of you, except myself,
follows   the religion of Abraham.    O Lord, if I knew what
form of worshipping thee is. most acceptable to thee, I would
adopt it.   Shall I believe that there is one Lord, or a thousand ?
Is the government of the world divided?    I neither believe in